Rask, Bruins Complete Sweep to Advance to Stanley Cup Finals
[image: ]The Boston Bruins advanced to the Stanley Cup Finals Thursday night after shutting out the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 4 of the Eastern Conference Finals by a score of 4-0.
It appeared as though things would be different this time out for the Canes, as two power plays and a few acrobatic saves from Curtis McElhinney allowed them the luxury of early momentum. A stiff Boston penalty kill and the trusty glove of Tuukka Rask, however, would keep the opening frame scoreless, with Carolina having the slight advantage in shots 13-11.
Unfortunately for Carolina, the reoccurring theme of untimely sin-bin visits led to the game’s opening goal after five minutes had eclipsed in the second stanza. David Pastrnak would be the beneficiary, deflecting a centering pass from Brad Marchand to take the 1-0 lead, as well as deflating the raucous Raleigh crowd.
Carolina’s penalty kill blues would continue, as Pastrnak got himself on the point sheet again, this time setting up Patrice Bergeron for a one-timed shot in the slot to double the Bruin’s lead.
With their season on the line, the Hurricanes entered into the final frame on full attack, tallying up shot after shot, with Rask miraculously, yet swiftly denying each chance as they came. During the early knockings of another Carolina rush, Pastrnak and Bergeron struck again, this time intercepting a pass in their own zone for another tic-tac-toe goal to take the 3-0 lead with 9:30 left in the contest. Brad Marchand would add one more insurance goal to ice the game, courtesy of an empty net as the Bruins completed the 4-0 shutout and the 4-0 series sweep.
It’s fair to say both goalies played valiantly, but the clear-cut winner was none other than Tuukka Rask, as he denied all 24 shots on goal to improve his playoff record to 12-5 and his win streak to seven games. Curtis McElhinney on the other hand had an understandably frustrating night (and series for that matter), stopping only 19 of 22 Boston shots. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]With the Prince of Wales Trophy in hand, the Bruins await the winner of the Blues-Sharks series as they prepare for the Stanley Cup Finals. As for the Hurricanes, another long summer full of rest and reinvention; with the 2019-20 campaign firmly on the forefront of their focus.
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